sciencereview

Volume 2 Number 1 Jan -Jun 2008

Abstracts

Personal Networks and Urban Poverty: Preliminary Findings

Eduardo Marques (University of Sao Paulo (USP), Brazil Center for Metropolitan Studies /Brazilian
Centre for Analysis and Planning (Cem/Cebrap), Brazil)

Renata Bichir, Encarnacién Moya, Miranda Zoppi, Igor Pantoja and Thais Pavez (Center for
Metropolitan Studies /Brazilian Centre for Analysis and Planning (Cem/Cebrap), Brazil)

This article presents results of ongoing research into personal networks in
Sao Paulo, exploring their relationships with poverty and urban segregation. We
present the results of networks of 89 poor individuals who live in three different
segregation situations in the city. The article starts by describing and analysing
the main characteristics of personal networks of sociability, highlighting aspects
such as their size, cohesion and diversity, among others. Further, we investigate
the main determinants of these networks, especially their relationship with urban
segregation, understood as separation between social groups in the city, and
specific forms of sociability. Contrary to much of the literature, which takes into
account only segregation of individual attributes in the urban space (race, ethnicity,
socioeconomic level etc), this investigation tests the importance both of networks
and of segregation in the reproduction of poverty situations.
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Relationships between Institutional Economics of Cooperation and the Political Economy of Trust
José G. Vargas-Hernandéz (Centre for Economic-Administrative Sciences, University of
Guadalajara, Mexico)

The aim of this paper is to analyse the relationship between institutional
economics of cooperation and the political economy of trust. Transactions costs,
principal-agent theory, market power, increasing-returns theory and value creation,
strategic management: competitive forces, resource-based theory, organisational
knowledge and learning, strategic choice theory and collective efficiency theory are
reviewed. Lastly, the political economy of trust is sustained.
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Brazilian Democracy and the Power of “Old” Theories of Party Competition
Fabiano Santos (IUPERJ, Brazil)

Brazilian politics has been usually analyzed as a case full of pathologies by
scholars and political journalists alike. Fragmentation, volatility, clientelism and
inefficiency have become bywords for describing the performance of Brazil’s political
institutions. As a counter to this view, this work argues that the country’s democracy
in the post-1988 period presents enough evidence in favor of classical hypotheses
about electoral politics in the contemporary world, theories that invariably are
based on premises of rationality in the behavior of voters and political parties. These
theories include the median voter theorem, Duverger’s law on the mechanical and
psychological effects of electoral systems, and the model of retrospective voting.
The article also contends that the passing of time has contributed to make Brazilian
politics more rational and efficient in the mould of older democracies.

Keywords: Brazilian democracy; Theories of party competition;

Democratic stabilization.

Women in Upper Houses: A Global Perspective
Pedro Robson Pereira Neiva (Brazilian Centre for Analysis and Planning — CEBRAP, Brazil)

In analyses of female representation in lower houses, the adoption of quotas,
the electoral system and the religious aspect have been identified as the main
explanatory variables. In the case of upper houses, I see a relationship between
their political strength and women’s presence in them: when they are weak, the
presence of female representatives tends to be larger; when they are strong, women’s
presence is smaller. Furthermore, the article shows that an analysis based solely
on the number of seats held by women is insufficient for one to gather the true
dimension of their participation in politics. Evaluating the role and expressiveness
of the institutions in which they are present is also necessary.
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Re-evaluating the Contribution and Legacy of Hedley Bull
Emerson Maione de Souza (Rio de Janeiro Methodist University Centre - BENNETT, Brazil)

The article aims, in the first instance, to make a detailed analysis of the work
of Hedley Bull, approaching the main themes and concepts developed by him.
Secondly, it aims to re-evaluate the potential of the author’s contribution, given the
new conditions of the post-Cold War period. With this in mind, the article critically
analyses the most recent interpretations of his work, which seek to highlight its
critical and normative potential, as well as to dissociate it from the realist tradition
in international relations. These two facts differentiate the new commentators from
older ones and reaffirm the continuing relevance of Hedley Bull’s work, the latter
being the article’s chief conclusion.
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